] TS proviovs
e June 24, 1878,
seicty are not

in the miruses of dhet sore June 30 e
.7 4he Hew Verk Geelic Sncicty is indicatbed ¢
%o the yoar 1899 on Junc 24%h. Tris, of eovx
this reference is irportant since the rinutes

swailable previcus to Decenber 12, 13594,

A grest de=l of work and resooreh will heve to be undertaken even in
this relatively smell of eseertaining the nomes end foundirg dates
of gome of these sceicties. Ar obvious difficulty alsc =rises when are
tries bto imagine why the individuals irvolved felt it reecossary to
found in the one year 1878, two societies, nemely, The Grolic Snci
e The New Vork Philo-Celtic Soecicty, hoving as thoy do, sueh
ideas and purposes.
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There is inforreticn evoil-ble in Philo-Celtic Soeicty recorcs bhind
suggests that these two societies vere but brrnches ~f Hhe swe grour A7

There is alsc the very intriging questi~n whrt foets ond events
surround Deugles Hyde's comcepticu of this jiden of Grelic revivel as
being applie~ble tc the Home A tre Goel itself, There is = »hrtograph
in possession of the New York Geelie Sceiety showing eishit men in o
field. On the frere of the rheotogrenh in very e-reful hondwritting
the folleowing lines ere written:

The Cry this photo wos trien the

erpanize the Gaelie Lengue. Lefs

Mitchell, Pntrick Reynolds, Ur. ® ; o

O'Neill Russel. Serteds Henry Meyez, Dr. Bougles Hyie,

"Padraig? O'Byrne, John Hayrarty. Gaelic Scciety

Greunds, Hicks Estote, Wondside, Leonp Island,N.Y. 1881 **%

Another interesting espect »f this unwritten Listery is the intr-due’.

jon of Irish daneing into the Gaelic Sceiety proframs. Whern nnd how &°
it come about? The terching of the Irish lengnage hos olweyvse been th
kernal of these effcris on both dides cof the cecenn. Toloy, howEwer, v
find the Gaelie societies, with the excepticm of An Fuinae, all €
engaged in the tesnching of treditional Irish firure ond set 4ov
ohilo=Uoltic records hove on interesting noteticn ~s to how 50
these drneces were first brought ever froxm Ireland to America.
o rember of Philc—Celtic wos sent to Ireland, with the expressec |
of lerrning thes donces and of bringing ther beek to Aterica. FY
mnowletre of certoin of these donees had spread tn societis
neyrerurhs of Hew York. By 1207, there were achbive Joncin~ classes
being conducted in "sewen brenches nf the Sceiety!,*¥¥x*
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Qore vhere in this city lies sufficient raterial tc write o Listory
of the Goelie srecicty moverent in America. luch of it is in the forr o
newspaper, magazine and other rublished reports, muech in the librarics
of the societics themsclves or in the privabe colleections of membars. A
large portion of the neecded material is still in the living memories of
individuals who shered in the actusl develoyment and prowth of the nove-
ment. It is hoped theot in the neor future all of these sovreos will be
topped and the complete history of these societies will he written.

There is no doubt thot the remarkable appearance, rrowth and persis®
of these societics in America, in the midst of o lorge metropaslitan cu!
tvral center in nony ways sc Cifferent from the gsetting of the Gaelic
1ife which they endeavor to preserve, is o subject of study that si-o
kold preat attr-etion for both Irishmen and American,

%*% Information supplied by llne McManus

x%% N.,¥, Gagelic Scciety Records
#¥¥%Information supplied by lMae Mebrnus, Philo*Celtice Sceiety



