IRISH IN COLOWZLal, AamBRICA

The unfolding pages of #mericaen history expound the romantic stery of a free
and democratic nation. But the chapter on the Irish in 4merica often is consvicuous
by 1ts absence.

The failure of historians to understand the "Scetch-Irish myth has caused them
to deny a native Irish influence in Celonial gmerica. In 1603, the accesgicn of the
Tudor Tamily to the Bnglish throne was snded and James IV of Scotland became King
of Bngland. He sought a way to ensure Irelsand's devendence upon Great Britain and
at the same time aid the Imwoverished Scotch farmer, whese rocky terrain wasg produc-
ing and ever decreasing agricultural cutput and vho was beceming the victim of the
17th Century Fnclcsure kovement which s2wv nuch farmland trangpesed te pastureland for

sheep, vhich suonlied England with weel for her infant textile industry. Thus, evolved

the "Plantation of Ulster". Betwsen 1611 and 1641 Irish 1land was given tc Scotch
farmers —~ithout reccmpense to the irish land helder, 1In 1649, after the "Plantatiaon',
Sir william Petty reperted to the English Parliament that "the povulation of Ulster
Province tc be: mnative Irish 63,350; English, Scotch and other aliens 40,571; a
total of 103,921." This e ANS that Scetch population in Ulster was considerably less
than 40,571 and that native Irish pepulation exceeded all others by at least 22,979.
dmerican historians tend tc call all Iyish pecple, "Scotch-Irish''. The remainder of
this article, in a small way, will shov that the tctal Sceotch pepulaticn was far too
small to bs credited with all that the fscotch~Irish® have been heonered with., Of
necessity, this means there vere native irish neople in Cclonial fmerica.

Why would these Irishme:n wszke their homes in émerica? The reasons were peliti-
cal, eccnemic and religiocus. In ¥ 17th Century Ireland, a Cathelic was forbidden
te teach schoel and a tremendcus number of schoolmasters came toe the colonies. lixed
marriages were ferbidden by civil law., & Uathelic could nct be a guardian of any
child. & Cathelic cculd nct inherit pronerty uniess he Yeeonfermed! te Anglscanizm
within six menths. If a scn Yeenformed" he was automatically given the title to his
fatheris land. Cathelic hemes ccvuld be searched without warrants. 4ny horse, an
econonic necessity of the ElﬁOS; cevld be taken from a Cathelic for only five pounds.
o non-dnglécan could be admitted te the bhar cr held commissicn in the army. In
crder tc held 1land an crishman had te take te him an English surname." If he res-
fusged, he lest his land and cuveatly his right to vete since the former was
roguired teo pessess the kgt anw reascen many Aygleﬁlﬁ >d thelr names, McGowan
became Smith since "Gow® iz the Gaolic of blacksmith; Kirman bocame VWhitos omb from
the Gaclic "Cicr Dbhan®, 1 Scme teck names of ceolers, iwo., Groon, Black,
Brown, white ste. CUthors adeoted namas of physical landmarks, i.s., Hill, Fiold,
Glen BrCfVQD ctc. This annarcntly vas overlockod by many historiaus bocausy
these arc the pcepls whe callsd "Secteh Twiln” or Frglich.

Ecenomically, the Mavisgaticn act of 16686 sxcluded Ireland from her cemparative
advantage in internaticnal trade becawmsc beth imports and experts went through
Britain hefere rsaching cr ing Irveland. In the latter cclenial periced many
Irishmen 7he had fought in the unewvceessful Rebellion of 1798 emigrated teo dmerica.
The influx was sc great that in 1801, the Devuty Goeverncr of Pennyslvania, addressing
the state legislature said, "It lccks as Ireland is te send all its inhabitants
hither,...the cemmen fsar is that if they continue tc come thoy 7ill make thomsslves
masters of the nrovince.” The Irish neeple werc ccerced te lsave their native land
and the amsrican ccleonies were needful of emigrants, an ideal sifvation fer migration,

L

yet unncticed by the majnritv of dmerican historians.

dow, a leck at the sarly .merican scene will reveal the trve story. In the



