OWE, HOLY, C.THOLIC aND aPOSTOLIC

Ireland today presents a picture in deep contrast to the "Emeral Isle of
Tranguility" of the travel felders. Indeed, the loud din of the charges and counter—
charges of the politicians and the spasmcdic armed enceunters of varicus crganizations
are indicative of a land caughtvithin a great struggle. 4nd caught she is, am$ng
three distinct grcups, each claiming the peower of legislaticn cver hor. If peoving
its right tc the title of "The True Church", Roman Cathelicism uses the mark ¢f unity,
sanctity, cathclicity and apestelic successicn as its credentials. Sheuld ve search
fer these same feur qualitics ameng the throe contending parties, they will, I am
sure, nrove an effective means of finding WThe True Govermment of Ireland.!

Lot us begin this investigaticn by searching smong the thres advers=riss fer
the mark of uwnity. Ywel!ll start with Britain, whe contrels cne feurthef the Irish
peenle threugh the gevernment sho established in the Verth., Rogardless of the fact,
that she instituted and maintains the bcrder hich teday divides Ireland, there is
ne deubt that Britian wants Ireland united--vnited te her.

The twenty-six ccunty gevernment, a scecend centender, claims centrel cver the
entire island by its constituticn, but acts te ths contrary. &s 2 matter of fact,
it has strengthened the dividing line censiderably by such acts as cstablishing
custem pests and the use of its army tc guard it.

The third crganizaticn invelved in this disnute is the lrish Rsnublican kicvement
which stubbem ly refuses tc roeccgnize the right of anyene tc divide the ancient Irish
waticn.

Passing cn we come tc the secend distinguishing mark, sanctity. The British came

inte Ireland by fcrce of arms and are able to remain cnly becausc cf them. 4 pewer

cceunying = smaller neighber can hardly be therce fer the spiritual bensfit of the
inhabitants., UWelther can be expect much spiritual onrichment fornesnatién:frem an
institution vhich has its fcundaticns sunk in o breken cath. Thirteen days after
signing the treaty, which vwas tc establish the twenty~six ccunty state, Rebert
Barten dencunced it befere the Dail in these werds, "I de net sesk teo shield mysclf
frem the charge of having brcken my cath of allegiance tc the Republic—my signature
is preef of that fact." This great man made =mends ferrhis mistake by deing all in
his power tc have the agrcement nullified. The unfertunate thing is that nct all his
fellew ccountrymen were as scrupvlcus as he.

There were, hevever, many vhe did remain true t¢ their nrinciples, and vhe.
despite encrmeus suffering at the hands ¢f beth the British =nd the twn_‘¢~sixqccunty
govermments, =are faithful yot. These are the members cf s~ ¥7I8hH Republican Hevement.

Cathelicity is the third quality fcr vhich ve are sear%hing. B?itian has con-
cerned herself =ith the naticnal asnir~ticns ¢f the entire ‘rish ¥aticn fer nearly
sight hundre# years, and to thig day she is mi able tc make them cenferm te her
jmperialistic plans.

The fwenty-six ccunty governmont is sc anxicus tc legislate fer tho bonofit cf
2ll the f}ish pacnle that it deosn't -ven censult the 1,250,000 in the Werth. The
Irish Ropublican licvemont, fcllewing its ideals tc their legical ccnclusicn, refuses
te roccgﬁizo any govermment nct reorcoscntative of the ontire peeplo and werking
fer the benefit of the vhele naticn.

Finally we ceme t¢ the mark cf apestclic successicn. The first British scldiers
te 1and in Ireland —ere members of the armed ferces of an aggressive naticn. Since
the pewer Britian has in Ireland tcday is derived frem the unrarranted invasicn and



